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Thomas Balch Library 's Latest YouTube Videos

Did y o u k n o w Thomas Balch L ib ra ry has a YouTube channel?

Launched in 2021, the channel offers lots of great content including video
of the Library's workshops, author talks, and short pop-up programs. To
find the channel online, go to https:/ / t inyurl .com/ VideoTBL or search for
?Thomas Balch Library? in the YouTube search bar. You can subscribe to
the channel to access new content as i t becomes available. The Library staff

and volunteers plan to continue adding to the growing archive o f programs,
and you can catch up on talks and classes you might have missed. Below is

one conversation well worth your time online.

Joshua R o t h m a n on 'The Ledger a n d The Chain: H o w

Domes t i c Slave Traders Shaped Amer ica?

O n January 26, acclaimedh i s t o r i a n Joshua Rothman , p ic tured below,

int roduced his new book, The Ledger and The Chain: How Domestic Slave

Traders Shaped America. He recounts the shocking story o f the domestic slave

trade by tracing the lives and careers o f

Isaac Frankl in, John Armf ie ld , and Rice

Ballard, who bui l t the largest and most

'] powerfu l slave-trading operat ion in
4 Amer ican history.

| Far from social outcasts, they were rich
SS and widely respected businessmen, and

the i r company, headquartered on Duke

Street in Alexandr ia , V i rg in ia , sat at the

center o f commerce connect ing southern

fields to northeastern banks. B r i ng ing
. together entrepreneurial ambition and

remorseless violence toward enslaved

people, domestic slave traders produced
an atroci ty that forever transformed the nat ion.

T h i s program, now available on Y o u T u b e (visit balchfriends.org), was

made possible by the Friends o f T h o m a s Balch Library 's Black H is to ry

Commi t tee and several cosponsors? the A f ro -Amer i can His tor ica l

Associat ion o f Fauquier County , the Edw in Washington Project, Syphax

Pathfinders, Inc., and a donat ion in honoro f J o h n B. Garner.

L ibrary Hours and Mask Requ i rements

Thomas Balch Library is pleased to welcome patrons back for browsing,
exhibits, computer access, and research-??no appointment needed. Hours
currently are Monday and Friday from 10 A M to 5 PM; Tuesday and
Thursday from 10 A M to 8 PM; Wednesday from 2 PM to 8 PM; Saturday
from | ! A M to 4 PM; and Sunday from 1 to 5 PM. The Library will be

closed for lunch from 12 PM to | PM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday. Masking is required inside public areas.



BHC Par tne rs w i t h L o u d o u n Museum, V i l lage of St. Lou is , N o k e s
Descendan ts , and Farm M u s e u m to A d v a n c e Preserva t ion E q u i t y

? ? ~ s y I n her quar ter ly update,
? ~z D o n n a Bohanon, Black

History Commit tee

chair, prov ided Friends

o f T h o m a s Balch

L ib ra ry wi th details on a

- host o f exc i t ing projects

and partnerships. The

B H C initiatives include

a dedicated website and

col laborat ions wi th V is i t

Donna Bohanon, BHC Chair

P r e s e r v a t i o n

Loudoun.

¢ St. L o u i s ? Commi t tee members have coordinated,

over the last n ine months,
w i th descendants o f the

original A f r i can A m e r i c a n
landowners who founded

the Vi l lage o f St. Louis, to

capture oral histories and
determine how to

commemora te the i r story.

S A

L C O M E
to the

W E

Village of

ST.LOUIS

¢ Ster l ing ?- The B H C is

working with Nokes
family descendants and
others in the Loudoun

community to
commemorate the Nokes as community leaders, as

well as the history o f African American farmers in
Sterling (Edds and Ewings). The BHC is partnering
with Nokes Plaza, LLC, the Loudoun Heritage Farm
Museum, the Loudoun County Office o f Mapping

and Loudoun Supervisor Koran Saines.

* Prese rva t i on Equ i t y In i t i a t i ve ? Committee
members are working with the County ona project to
update the African American Historic Architectural
Resource Survey that was sponsored and published
by the BHC and the Board o f Supervisors in 2004.

Par tnersh ip and Out reach

¢ M o r v e n P a r k ? BHC's $246 donation to the 246

Years Project was acknowledged by Morven Park.

* Enslaved.org ~The BHC is a recipient o f a grant
from the Enslaved.org project. Members are

scheduled to work with the supports ta f f in the first
quarter of 2022 to upload the BHC?s dataset "The
Enslaved Community of President James Monroe.?
BHC is one of the contributors to Michigan State

University?s Enslaved.org project that was awarded a

National Endowment for the Humanities grant.

* L o u d o u n M u s e u m ?
MuseumD i r e c t o r Joe Rizzo
and Lori Wysong, Visitor
Experience & Collections
Manager, attended the

January BHC meeting to
discuss upcoming
exhibitions. The BHC

provided suggestions for the
Dew Drop Inn exhibit and
a United States Colored Troops (USCT) exhibit.

* L o u d o u n County H i s t o r i c Records D iv i s i on ?
Members coordinated with the Historic Records

Division to create an African American History
Brochure. Members will participate in a program
to launch the brochure in February.

¢ Vis i t L o u d o u n - Members are working with Visit
Loudoun on installation of African American

historical markers throughout the County.

W e b s i t e

* Deve lopmen t -A l l required software necessary to
build the BHC-specific website has been purchased.
BHC member Derrick Clark will be collaborating
with Friends of Thomas Balch Library website
creator Laura Longley to meet the BHC?s objectives
to launch the website.

J o i n the B lack H is to ry C o m m i t t e e

The Black History Committee o f Friends of Thomas

Balch Library, Inc., meets at the Library on the first
Saturday of every month at 10 AM. The public is

always welcome. For more information, visit

w w w .balchfriends.org or call 540-579-2825.



Spot l igh t on Speakers, In Person and Onl ine

Barbara Bayle Torrey, lefi, and Clara Myr ick Green

B e t w e e n F r e e d o m a n d E q u a l i t y

B a r b a r a Boy le T o r r e y and Clara M y r i c k Green (V i r tua l )
Wednesday , Feb rua ry 16, 2022 1 P M

Between Freedom and Equality begins wi th the life o f Capt. George

Pointer, an enslaved Af r i can who purchased his freedom in 1793

while w o r k i n g for George Washington?s Potomac Company . I t

fo l lows six generat ions o f his descendants as they l ived and worked on

the banks o f the Potomac, in the po r t o f Georgetown, and in a rural

co rne r o f the nation?s capital.

By tracing the story o f one family and their
¥y. experiences, Between Freedom and Equality offers a

A . moving and inspiring look at challenges free
. African Americans have faced in Washington,

DC, since the District?s founding. The Pointer
family faced many challenges?fragility of
f reedomin a slaveholding society, racism, wars,

floods, and epidemics?but their refuge was a

small farm they purchased in what is now Chevy
Chase. In the early twentieth century however,
the D C government used eminent domain to

force the sale of their farm and replaced it with an all-white school.
Between Freedom and Equality grants Pointer and his descendants their

long-overdue place in American history.

Clara Myrick Green is a retired secondary school French teacher. In
her 34-year career, she taught at the University of Missouri and in
private schools in Brooklyn Heights, NY and Bethesda, MD. Barbara
Boyle Torrey, former executive director of the Division of the
Behavioral and Social Sciences at the National Research Council of

the National Academy of Sciences, has authored two local histories
and edited three books.
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Dav id O. Stewart

The N e w L a n d

Dav id O. Stewar t (In Person)
Sunday, M a r c h 27, 2022 2 P M

From bestselling historian and
storyteller David O. Stewart, The

New Land takes the reader back in

time to tell uniquely American
stories?full of adventure, excitement,
heartbreak, anda tapestry o f richly
developed characters.

In 1753, Johann Oberstrasse?s wife,
Christianne, announces that their infant

sons will never soldier for the Landgraf
of Hesse like their father, who was hired

to serve King George of England. In
search of a newl i f e , Johann and the
family jo in an expedition to the New
World, lured by the promise o f land on
the Maine coast. Expecting to till the soil,
Johann finds that opportunity on the
rocky coast comes from the forest, not
land, so he learns carpentry and
trapping. To advance in an English

wor ld , Johann adapts their name to
Overstreet. But war follows them.

After many years as a trial and appellate
lawyer, David O. Stewart became a

bestselling writer o f history and historical
fiction. In February 2021, Stewart
published George Washington: The Political
Rise ofAmerica?s Founding Father.





F r i e n d s P u b l i c a t i o n s O r d e r F o r m

Mail or Fax to: Friends of Thomas Balch Library, Inc. | P.O. Box 2184 | Leesburg, VA 20177

Tel: 540-579-2825 | Fax: 703-737-7150

Name

Address

City

Zip Telephone

Email Date

P l e a s e c h e c k o f f y o u r c h o i c e s . T h a n k y o u l

L o u d o u n D i s c o v e r e d : C o m m u n i t i e s , C o r n e r s & C r o s s r o a d s b y Eugene Scheel

V o l u m e 1 E a s t e r n L o u d o u n : Goin? D o w n t h e C o u n t r y

V o l u m e 2 L e e s b u r g a n d t h e O l d C a r o l i n a R o a d

V o l u m e 3 The H u n t C o u n t r y a n d M i d d l e b u r g

V o l u m e 4 Q u a k e r C o u n i r y a n d t h e L o u d o u n Va l ley

V o l u m e 5 W a t e r f o r d , the G e r m a n S e t t l e m e n t a n d B e t w e e n t h e H i l l s

E a c h V o l u m e : $20

A l l 5 v o l u m e s p l u s E u g e n e Schee l?s H i s t o r i c a l M a p o f L o u d o u n C o u n t y $100

I n d i v i d u a l c o p i e s o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l M a p $10

The E s s e n c e o f A P e o p l e : P o r t r a i t s o f A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n s

W h o M a d ea D i f f e r e n c e i n L o u d o u n C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a $15

E s s e n c e o f A P e o p l e I l : A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n s W h o M a d e T h e i r

W o r l d A n e w i n L o u d o u n C o u n t y , V i rg in ia , a n d B e y o n d $ 1 5

L o u d o u n C o u n t y ? s A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n C o m m u n i t i e s : M a p a n d G u i d e $5

i n t h e W a t c h f i r e s : The L o u d o u n C o u n t y E m a n c i p a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n ,

1890 -1971 by Elaine E. T h o m p s o n $ 2 0

G e o r g e W a s h i n g t o n C a r v e r : S c i e n t i s t , A r t i s t , M u s i c i a n

b y L e m o i n e D. Pierce $ 1 0

J o u r n e y T h r o u g h T i m e b y B l a c k H i s t o r y C o m m i t t e e o f F r i e n d s o f t h e

T h o m a s B a t c h L i b r a r y $5

B i l l y P i e r c e : D a n c e M a s t e r , S o n o f P u r c e l l v i l l e by Lemo ine D. Pierce

L o u d o u n 1 7 5 7 : O n t h e B o r d e r o f M a y h e m ? L o u d o u n C o u n t y

2 5 0 t h Ann i ve rsa ry Lec tu re Ser ies

L e e s b u r g 2 5 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y L e c t u r e S e r i e s (2008)

Subto ta l

Sh ipp i ng & Hand l i ng

T O T A L D U E

Please make c h e c k s payab le to: Fr iends o f T h o m a s Ba ich L ibrary , Inc.

We a lso accep t Visa, MasterCard, Amer i can Express, Discover, a n d Debi t Cards
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A n n u a l M e e t i n g a n d E lec t i on o f 2022 F r i e n d s o f T h o m a s Ba lch

L i b r a r y B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s

?The Friends of Thomas Balch Library did not hold an annual meeting in 2022 due to Covid-19. The
2022 slate for Board of Directorsi s Jeff Bolyard, Murray Bradley, Pauline Clark, Donald Cooper, W.

Perry Epes, Judith Gerow, Beverly Ingle, James P. Lucier, Michael R. Napper, Larry Roeder, Richard
Routman, Ronald A. Rust, Suzi Worsham, and Kacey Young. Below is the official ballot for the 2022

election of directors. I f you are a member in good standing?you have paid 202] and/or 2022 dues?
you are eligible to vote for the 2022 Board of Directors. Please send your ballot back to Friends of
Thomas Balch Library, P.O. Box 2184, Leesburg, VA 20177 within two weeks o f receiving this issue o f
the newsletter.

B a l l o t

Yes, I approve the 2022 slate of Directors.

No, I do not approve of the 2022 slate of Directors.

2 0 2 2 D u e s

Due to Covid-19, the deadline for renewing your Friends o f Thomas Balch L ibrary membership has

been extended unt i l early March o f 2022. Please take a few minutes now to check the status o f your

membership to learn whether you owe dues for this annual renewal cycle. Look at the back o f your

W i n t e r Chronicle and see i f the number above and to the far r igh t o f your name is *Dec 2022. I f so, your

dues have already been paid for this coming year. I f the date is *Dec 2021 or *Dec 2020, you owe dues

for 2022. I f you are not already a member, please jo i n us! Below is the form to fill in and send to us to

renew o r jo in .

J o i n U s !

Become a Fr iend o f Thomas Balch L ib ra ry and p l a y a v i t a l ro le i n suppor t ing the L ib ra ry ' s inva luab le
col lect ions a n d educat ional p rog rams .

Membership Dues Please provide your contact information:

Name

Address

City.

Legacy Society

Benefactor.

Sustaining/ Business State

_ Pat ron Ema i l

Tel,

Cel l

T o b e c o m e a Fr iends m e m b e r , please f i l l out the f o r m above and send i t w i t h a check payable to Fr iends o f T h o m a s

Ba lch L i b r a r y , Inc. , o r f i l l i n and enclose th is i n fo rma t i on :

Visa . MasterCard Number. Exp D a t e _ _ _ _ _ Signature.

Send your form and payment information/check to Friends of Thomas Balch Library, P.O. Box 2184, Leesburg, VA
20177. I f y o u have questions, please leave a message at 540-579-2825 or email us using the Contact Us form at

balchfriends.org
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